
 
Soul Training Exercises 

from James Bryan Smith’s The Magnificent Story 
 

Falling for Shrunken Stories - Chapter 2, Romans 5:1-11 
 

The word that comes to mind is “balance.” And so often when we tell the 
Gospel story, we can be tempted to swing one way or another and miss key 
parts of the story.  

On one end, there is a gospel that emphasizes reason and social justice – 
remaking Jesus as a teacher who taught about love and kindness, about 
justice and mercy for the least and the lost, giving his life for this cause.  
This emphasis on good works relies too heavily on human beings.  Human 
history bears witness to how humans are limited in how far we can 
progress on our own.  

On another end, there is a gospel that emphasizes shame and fear –
downplaying how Jesus has defeated many oppressive powers. One 
overlooks how Jesus rose from the dead to rule as King here and now not 
just in the future. Church history and discipleship tells a different story, of 
a salvation that is wider and fuller than just an individual’s rescue from 
eternal Hell. 

Both these stories contain truth.  We are all sinners. Jesus died for us.  
Reason and progress have been a blessing.  We should make the world 
better.  But should we stray too far one direction or another, the story 
begins to speak of us staying in control.  “It’s up to me to save the world.”  
“I can control who God is and what He does by having the right 
understanding of depravity, atonement and how to get into heaven.” 

There is so much more to being a Christ-follower than a certificate to get 
out of Hell or doing good for those who are oppressed. What is essential in 
presenting the Gospel is the whole story of Jesus.  We don’t just teach 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, we speak of Jesus’ birth and life, teachings 
and miracles.  We don’t just believe that the individual is saved from a 
future Hell, but that the individual can experience transformation by the 
Holy Spirit here and now.  Our Gospel is not a gospel of sin management, 
but a Gospel of Victory, a gospel of a victorious Savior who defeated death 
and has set in motion an everlasting Kingdom that awaits a new Creation.   

 -  Excerpts from The Magnificent Story and observations from Pastor Tyler 

 

❖ Soul Training #2: Goodness 
 
I remain confident of this:  
I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  
Wait for the Lord, be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.  

-  Psalm 27:13-14 NIV 
 
This week the challenge is to see the goodness around you.  Last week, we 
watched for beauty and now we look for the good, or that which is 
beneficial or makes something better.  Watch for the goodness of 
faithfulness, love and endurance.  Consider the sacrifice someone makes 
for another. 

And when you see goodness, give thanks to God.  We were designed with 
a need for goodness and to be good ourselves, to do justice, love kindness 
and walk humbly with our God. 

And when you see ugliness, evidence of the fallen world, consider them as 
well.  Anger. Meanness. Gossip. Quarreling. These are goodness turned 
upside down. Use that moment to pray for those who might be 
experiencing such absence of goodness. 

 
The Series 

Date Sermon – Speaker Training 
March 10 Falling for Shrunken Stories – Pastor Tyler Hartford Goodness 
March 17 Participating in the Trinity - Pastor Pratik Bagh Truth 
March 24 Bathing in Beauty - Matt Cordella-Bontrager Sight 
March 31 Embracing Our Goodness - Pastor Patrick Obonde Sound 
April 7 Discovering the Truth - Pastor Tyler Hartford Smell 
April 14* Going the Distance - Pastor Ron Diener  Touch 
April 21**  Making All Things New - Pastor Tyler Hartford  Taste 
  & Celebration 
* Palm Sunday 
** Easter 
 

 “Tell me the old, old story of Jesus and His love...” 
As with any book, there are places where the views expressed may not 
always match our own. It’s what to love about a book, as it provides a 
starting place for conversation and a catalyst for ideas and actions. We 

look forward to having important conversations, wrestling over details, and 
digging deep into important aspects of telling and living the Gospel story. 

-  Pastor Tyler  
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