
 
Soul Training Exercises 

from James Bryan Smith’s The Magnificent Story 
 

Discovering the Truth - Chapter 6, John 8:31-32 
 

When we speak of Jesus, we need to strike a balance. On one hand, Jesus is 
closer than a brother. But He is also the Son of God. He is both the Lion 
AND the Lamb. How God comes to us in the person of Jesus, is a great 
mystery that we cannot fully understand. If we just talk of Jesus being a 
great teacher, we shrink who Jesus is. If we speak of him being just a blood 
sacrifice for our sins, we shrink who Jesus is. When Jesus says, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life (John 14:6),” that word “truth” is so deep 
and so rich. 

The One who created and sustains human life became a human being, 
which in and of itself is great miracle. And while He may have come as a 
Jewish rabbi in the first century AD, He came for all humanity. This means 
He isn’t just present with an individual, a tribe, or a nation – He is King 
within the Kingdom of God and all of Creation. 

The King of Creation emptying Himself in order to save humanity is the 
very height of goodness, beauty and truth. We are reminded of the songs of 
Elizabeth, Mary, Zechariah and Simeon in the Book of Luke, where they 
speak of the amazing truth of Christ’s arrival. When Simeon sings the last 
of the songs, he speaks of waiting through a long, dark night for the light of 
truth. And finally, Simeon can declare God’s salvation is now here, and he 
can go in peace because Jesus will save the world including Gentiles. The 
light of truth will enlighten every person (Luke 2:32). 

Not only is Jesus a preacher, healer and redeemer, he is the Creator and 
Sustainer of everything. He is the Center, and all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. So, when He says He makes all things new, it 
means He might be wise, able to heal, and even walk on water – and he can 
also redeem the entire World. 

 So, when we speak of the Truth setting us free, we are not talking about 
some abstract truth but rather the Truth as in Jesus Christ. We are made 
free by following in His steps, submitting to His Spirit, by staying in His 
Word (contrary to what the world might have us believe about freedom). 
When we dwell on Christ coming in the flesh, on the incarnation, when  

 

we really dwell deeply on it, we cannot help but be struck by God’s grace, 
mercy and love. It seems almost wasted on us. When we step back and see 
the fullness of Jesus, we move beyond a dry set of doctrines, a checklist of 
rules or a restrictive set of laws. We see the adventure, the amazing journey, 
the Magnificent story of a God who loves us so much that He gave His only 
Son. He was given not to just teach us the path to walk or to forgive us of 
our sins but to shine through us to a world in need of a Savior. 

- Excerpts from The Magnificent Story and observations from Pastor Tyler  

 

Soul Training #6: Smell 

The ongoing weekly challenge is to see how God woos us with beauty 
through our senses. Consider then, how you move from the “beauty you 
experience” towards God, the “Source of all beauty.” 

Consider smell as you experience moments in your life. As you go through 
your day, take note of the good smells around you. Morning coffee, mowed 
grass, lotion your spouse wears, roasted veggies in the oven. Allow each 
smell to be an invitation from God. When you reflect on all the smells, 
offer a prayer of thanks to God for the beauty experienced through your 
nose and the love behind those experiences. 

 

The Series 

Date Sermon – Speaker Training 
April 14* Going the Distance - Pastor Ron Diener  Touch 
April 21**  Making All Things New - Pastor Tyler Hartford  Taste 
  & Celebration 
* Palm Sunday    ** Easter 

 
 “Tell me the old, old story of Jesus and His love...” 

As with any book, there are places where the views expressed may not 
always match our own. It’s what to love about a book, as it provides a 
starting place for conversation and a catalyst for ideas and actions. We look 
forward to having important conversations, wrestling over details, and 
digging deep into important aspects of telling and living the Gospel story.  

- Pastor Tyler  
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