
Soul Training Exercises 
from James Bryan Smith’s The Magnificent Story 

 

Making All Things New - Chapters 8 & 9 
 

If I find in my myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, 
the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.                     
– C.S. Lewis 

This Sunday, Easter Sunday, we celebrate Jesus’ return from the grave. One of 
the hallmarks of the event is that while the Bible speaks of a future 
resurrection, nobody anticipated Jesus returning in the way He did. In an 
unexpected and humble way, the Savior of the world came back from the 
grave with power and love, defeating death and sin through sacrifice. When 
we consider of Jesus’ next return, we need to remember that while we know 
He is coming back, we cannot fully know how and when He will return.  

What we do know is that God promises a New Heaven and a New Earth, and 
a “renewal of all things.” (Matthew 19:28). I (Pastor Tyler) tend to read 
Revelation (the last book of the Bible) as already happened and happening. 
Written to the 1st century church, the text speaks of the age-old battle for 
allegiance between God and Satan. We need not look far to see signs of 
ongoing persecution and destruction and of competing allegiances. In what is 
often seen as descriptions of the end of the world, Revelation 21-22 become 
descriptive of what the church is called to provide and point towards – leaves 
for the healing of the nations and fruit for the feeding of the people.  Author 
James Bryan Smith even points out that we so often teach that at the end of 
time we’ll be “raptured” out of the world – when there isn’t even that word in 
the Bible.  Most biblical stories that involve one group leaving or staying 
involve the people of God staying and being guided by the Lord. (Stay tuned 
for next week’s series on Exodus) 

We keep our eyes focused on God, on what is to come – with expectation and 
hope. We do not despair but live in the sacrament of the moment: “Life’s 
(good) pleasures…. are sacraments, yes sacraments, of the new Heavens and 
earth.”  - Scott McKnight. As we experience them, we turn in gratitude to the 
One who made them. And we live as if every chapter is better than the one 
before. 

If you have the book, feel free to read the last Chapter, “Living in the 
Magnificent Way.” Jesus has given us a reason to live with hope and joy. He is 
writing a new chapter each day with your life. Share with others the gift of 
your relationship with God and invite them to join in the Journey. 

  -Excerpts from The Magnificent Story and observations from Pastor Tyler  

 

 

 

Soul Training #8: Taste 

 

This week, the challenge is to see how God woos us through our senses.  
Consider then, how you move from the “taste you experience” towards the 
“Source of all taste.” 

Take the time to prepare a meal, and if possible, invite a loved one/friend to 
share the meal. Bless the meal with thanks to God for His provision, and the 
wonder of taste and smell. As you eat the meal, chew slowly, name what you 
notice about the food – the sweet, the savory, the texture, etc. As you finish 
the meal, offer a prayer to God naming all the wonders of the meal and 
celebrate God’s care for you. 

 
 
 
 

 “Tell me the old, old story of Jesus and His love...” 
As with any book, there are places where the views expressed may not always 

match our own. It’s what to love about a book, as it provides a starting place for 
conversation and a catalyst for ideas and actions. We look forward to having 

important conversations, wrestling over details, and digging deep into important 
aspects of telling and living the Gospel story. -  Pastor Tyler  
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